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Marathon County Public Library 

Youth Services
Marathon County Public Library 

N e w s l e t t e r
Staff Picks 

for children

Playaway Launchpads
No tablet? No internet? No problem!  

We have a collection of Playaway Launchpad 
tablets available for checkout, each preloaded 

with fun and educational content for kids. 

Check out these devices at MCPL 
Wausau or visit www.mcpl.us/launchpad

Summer Program Recap
Our 2023 Reading Club was a success! 
This annual program encourages lifelong 
literacy and keeps children engaged with 

reading throughout the summer. 

Throughout Marathon County, nearly 
500 children participated from June through 

mid-August. They read a variety of books 
and completed literacy-based challenges 

found in our summer activity booklet. 

To acknowledge their efforts, more than 
600 books were given away as rewards!

Book Festival
The 7th annual Central Wisconsin Book Festival 
(CWBF) runs September 28 through October 1, 

and includes more than 20 free events in 
Wausau, Stevens Point, Wisconsin Rapids, 

and online virtual conferences!

2023 highlights include a virtual event with 
Angeline Boulley, author of the bestseller 

“Firekeeper’s Daughter”; a reading and Q&A 
with J. Ryan Stradal, the acclaimed author of 

the new novel “Saturday Night at the Lakeside 
Supper Club”; Wisconsin author and journalist 

Patty Loew; and Wisconsin novelist Peter Geye.

A complete list of CWBF events is included 
in this newsletter as an insert! All CWBF 
events are free, and most do not require 
advance registration (except as noted). 

For more information, visit www.mcpl.us/cwbf or 
search for “Central Wisconsin Book Festival” 
on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and TikTok.

Library Card Sign-up Month
September is Library Card Sign-up Month! 

To celebrate, anyone who completes a new library 
card application and picks up their new card 

within the month of September will be entered 
in prize drawings for MCPL-branded t-shirts and 

tote bags, plus other literary-themed items! 

To apply online, visit www.mcpl.us/apply. If you 
already have a library card, please encourage 
your friends and family members to apply!

Story Times
Share the joy of reading with your child! 

Children must be accompanied by a parent 
or caregiver. (Specially-scheduled story 
times are listed inside this newsletter.)

Family Story Time
 Children  Children of all ages and their parents 
and caregivers are invited to join us for story 

times filled with books, songs and more!
* Wausau: Thursdays, 10 a.m.: 9/7, 9/14, 

9/21, 9/28, 10/5, 10/12, 10/19, 10/26

* Athens: Mondays, 10:30 a.m.: 9/25, 
10/2, 10/9, 10/16, 10/23, 10/30

* Edgar: Tuesdays, 11 a.m.: 9/5, 9/19, 10/3, 10/17

* Hatley: Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.: 9/5, 
9/12, 9/19, 10/3, 10/17, 10/24, 10/31

* Marathon City: Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.: 
9/7, 9/14, 9/21, 9/28, 10/5, 10/12, 10/19, 10/26

* Mosinee: Tuesdays, 2 p.m.: 9/5, 10/3

* Rothschild: Tuesdays, 
10:30 a.m.: 9/5, 9/19, 10/3, 10/17

* Stratford: Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.: 
9/13, 9/20, 9/27, 10/4, 10/11, 10/18, 10/25

Play & Learn
 Children  Join us for a story, music, crafts and 

much more led by Children’s Wisconsin!
* Wausau: Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.: 9/6, 9/13, 

9/20, 9/27, 10/4, 10/11, 10/18, 10/25, 11/1

Tales for Tots
 Children  Join us for a fun and interactive 

story time geared for toddlers!
* Wausau: Mondays, 10 a.m.: 9/11, 9/18, 
9/25, 10/2, 10/9/23, 10/16, 10/23, 10/30

Bouncing Babies 
 Children  Babies and their caregivers are invited to the 

library for 20 minutes of lap-sit story time! What 
is lap-sit story time? Babies sit in a caregivers lap 

and enjoy songs and rhymes while bouncing along!
* Wausau: Tuesdays, 10 a.m.: 9/5, 9/12, 
9/19, 9/26, 10/3, 10/10, 10/17, 10/24, 10/31

* More events may be scheduled in this series. 
This newsletter only includes events September–

October. For details, visit www.mcpl.us/story-time

“Hot Dog” 
Doug Salati

A woman and her dog spend 
a morning running errands 
on a sweltering NYC day, 
the dog enduring the heat 
until he decides No More. 
Then his compassionate 

owner provides the 
remedy he needs: the 

refreshing air, water, and 
space of the shore.

Picked by Julie G. 
Branch Assistant

“Everywhere With You” 
Carlie Sorosiak 

Devon Holzwarth

This a wonderful book for 
animal lovers, especially 
those with rescue pets 

who know the difference 
one person can make 

in an animal’s life! 

Picked by Katie E. 
Branch Assistant

Poetry Walk
Take in some poetry while exploring 

downtown Wausau and Stevens Point!  
Part of this year’s Central Wisconsin 
Book Festival (CWBF), the walk will 

be held from September 1–30.

Poets were asked to submit original  
poems in the voices of literary characters.  

40+ poems will be hung in storefronts  
of downtown Wausau and Stevens Point.  

There also will be live readings of some of these 
poems on Saturday, 9/23, 10 a.m., at the 

Portage County Public Library in Stevens Point.

There’s also a Poetry Walk scavenger  
hunt that could earn you a prize!  

Pick up a scavenger hunt sheet at the  
Marathon County Public Library, Janke 
Book Store (Wausau), Portage County 

Public Library, or Bound to Happen Books 
(Stevens Point). Turn in the completed 
sheet to any of these locations by 9/30.

For more info, visit www.mcpl.us/cwbf.

Staff Picks 
for adults

“The Candy House”  
Jennifer Egan

What is the price we pay 
for the convenience of the 
digital age and the allure of 
social networking? That is 

the question explored in this 
thoughtful and brilliantly 

written book. [...] The genre 
is fiction with some science 

fiction aspects, bouncing 
back and forth between 

the 1990s to the 2030s.

Picked by M.J. N. 
Branch Coordinator

“The Dead Romantics” 
Ashley Poston

Florence Day is a writer 
with a problem—she 
ghostwrites romance 

novels for a well-known 
author but has stopped 

believing in love. Oh, and 
she also sees ghosts.

Picked by Nikki F. 
Branch Coordinator

Upcoming events
The library schedules a variety of fun and 

educational events for all ages every month! 
Check out the interior of this newsletter or 
visit www.mcpl.us/events for the latest info.

Upcoming events
The library schedules a variety of fun and 

educational events for all ages every month! 
Check out the interior of this newsletter or 
visit www.mcpl.us/events for the latest info.
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Central Wisconsin 
Book Festival

There are many author visits and 
literary-themed events planned 

for this year’s book festival! 
Sept. 28–Oct. 1 @ Multiple Locations

See the CWBF insert to this newsletter 
or visit www.mcpl.us/cwbf for details. 

-------------------------------------
Back to School (Bus) 

Photo Frame
 Children   Drop-in  Children are invited to 

try a fun photo frame craft project!
Fri., 9/1, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 

@ MCPL Wausau

Plant Swap
 Adults & Teens   Drop-in  Take a plant or 
leave a plant—or even some seeds!

9/5–9/9 @ MCPL Mosinee
9/11–9/16 @ MCPL Marathon City

* Read to a Therapy Dog
 Children   Drop-in  Kids can 

practice their reading skills in 
front of a well trained dog!
Thu., 9/7, 3:30–4:30 p.m. 

@ MCPL Rothschild
Thu., 10/5, 3:30–4:30 p.m. 

@ MCPL Rothschild

* LEGO® Party
 Children   Drop-in  Get creative while 

building with LEGO and other blocks!
Thursdays, 3–5 p.m.: 9/7, 9/21, 
10/5, 10/19 @ MCPL Wausau

Saturdays, 11 a.m.–1 p.m.: 9/9, 10/7 
@ MCPL Rothschild

* Crafts & Games 
Social Hour

 Adults   Drop-in  Adults are invited to play 
games, work on crafts and socialize!
Thu., 9/7, 1–7 p.m. @ MCPL Mosinee

Thu., 10/5, 1–7 p.m. @ MCPL Mosinee

* Cribbage
 Adults   Drop-in  Grab your card 
decks and boards (or use ours) 
as the library welcomes patrons 

for an hour or so of cribbage!
Tuesdays, 1:30–2:30 p.m.: 9/12, 

10/10 @ MCPL Spencer

Tornadoes, Weather 
& You w/ Brad Miller

 Children  Channel 9 meteorologist 
Brad Miller presents this series of 

weather-themed afterschool programs!
Tue., 9/12, 4–5 p.m. @ MCPL Mosinee
Thu., 9/14, 4–5 p.m. @ MCPL Wausau

Wed., 9/27, 3:30–4:30 p.m. 
@ MCPL Marathon City

Wed., 10/4, 4–5 p.m. @ MCPL Hatley
Thu., 10/12, 4–5 p.m. 
@ MCPL Rothschild

* Pokemon Club
 Children   Drop-in  Join us for Pokemon-

themed activities and card trading!
Tuesdays, 4–5 p.m.: 9/12, 
10/10 @ MCPL Wausau

Mondays, 4–5 p.m.: 9/18,  
10/16 @ MCPL Edgar

Wednesdays, 4:30 p.m.: 9/20,  
10/18 @ MCPL Rothschild

Thu., 10/19, 4–5 p.m. @ MCPL Mosinee

Fall Wreath w/ 4-H!
 Children   Registration  Marathon 
County 4-H representatives 

will help participants create fall 
wreaths! Register: 715-261-7220
Tue., 9/12, 6 p.m. @ MCPL Wausau

Rain or Shine Story 
Time w/ Justin Loew

 Children  Channel 9 meteorologist 
Justin Loew will join us for special 

weather-themed story times!
Wed., 9/13, 10:30 a.m. @ MCPL Mosinee

Thu., 9/21, 10 a.m. @ MCPL Wausau
Tue., 9/26, 10:30 a.m. @ MCPL Hatley

Thu., 9/28, 10:30 a.m. 
@ MCPL Marathon City

Tue., 10/3, 10:30 a.m. 
@ MCPL Rothschild

* Crafts & Dragons
 Teens   Registration  Calling all teen 
Dungeons & Dragons fans! We’re 

starting a D&D-themed craft 
program. Register: 715-261-7220

Thu., 9/14, 5:30–7:30 p.m. 
@ MCPL Wausau

Friends Members-Only 
* Book Sale

 Adults   Drop in  Members of the library’s 
Friends group are invited to this 

exclusive book sale! (If you’re not a 
member, you can join on the spot.)

Saturdays, 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.: 
9/16, 10/21 @ MCPL Wausau

DIY Library Card Holder
 Kids & Teens  Celebrate National Library 

Card Sign Up Month by making 
your own library card holder!

Tue., 9/19, 3–5 p.m. @ MCPL Mosinee

Extension Gardening 
Sustainable Lawn Care

 Adults   Registration  Would you like to 
learn more about growing a “green” 
lawn (the environmentally friendly 
kind of green)? Join us for this free 

class! Register: 715-261-1241
Wed., 9/20, 10 a.m. & 6 p.m. 

@ MCPL Wausau

Computer Basics 
Keyboard & Mouse

 Adults   Registration  Learning to use 
a computer can be challenging, 

but it doesn’t have to be! Join us 
for these free classes for absolute 

beginners. Register: 715-261-7230
Wednesdays, 1:30–3 p.m.: 9/20, 

9/27, 10/4 @ MCPL Wausau

Painting w/ Buttons
 Adults  Create a unique work of art 

using just paint and buttons!
Mon., 9/25, 5 p.m. @ MCPL Edgar

Grocery Stores of 
Marathon County

 Adults  Have you ever thought about 
the history of how food is sold? Join 
Gary Gisselman to learn more about 
the history of local grocery stores!

Tue., 9/26, 10 a.m. @ MCPL Spencer

Two Sentence  
Horror Story Contest

 All-Ages   Drop-in  Show us how scary you 
can be in just two sentences! Email to 
contest@mcpl.us, or ask for an entry 
form at the library. Deadline: 10/23. 
Winners announced on Halloween!
10/1–10/23 @ All MCPL Locations

Grab & Go 
Fall Garland

 Children   Drop-in  Stop by any MCPL 
location in October to get a free 

take-home garland craft kit!
10/1–10/31 @ All MCPL Locations

Grab & Go 
Ribbon Book Marks

 Adults   Drop-in  Stop by any MCPL 
location in October to get a free 
take-home bookmark craft kit!

10/2–10/31 @ All MCPL Locations

DIY Homemade Wreaths
 Adults   Registration  Join us for a 

perfect fall craft project that will 
last throughout the year: your own 
wreath! Register: 715-693-2144

Tue., 10/3, 3–5 p.m. @ MCPL Mosinee

Pumpkin Party Story Time
 Children  Join us for pumpkin 

themed stories and crafts at this 
special family story time!

Thu., 10/5, 10 a.m. @ MCPL Wausau
Sat., 10/7, 10 a.m. @ MCPL Wausau

Fire Safety Story Time
 Children  Children are invited to 
a special story time presented 

by the Hatley Area Fire & 
Ambulance District!

Tue., 10/10, 10:30 a.m. @ MCPL Hatley

Craft Swap
 All-Ages  Do you have too many 
craft supplies? Looking to try a 

new craft? Stop by our craft swap! 
Donations for the swap may be 

dropped off the week prior.
Sat., 10/14, 10 a.m.–12 p.m. 

@ MCPL Wausau

DIY Worry Monster
 Children   Drop-in  All week kids will 

have a chance to create a cute, fun 
craft with a more important purpose: 

a place to put all their worries!
10/16–10/21 @ MCPL Mosinee

Learn to Knit
 Adults & Teens   Registration  If you’ve 
ever wanted to learn how to knit, 
here’s your chance! We just ask 
that participants bring their own 

needles. Register: 715-446-3537
Mon., 10/16, 4:30–6:30 p.m. 

@ MCPL Hatley

Extension Gardening 
Preparing for Winter

 Adults   Registration  Make sure your 
lawn and garden are ready for a 

cold Wisconsin winter with this free 
class! Register: 715-261-1241
Wed., 10/18, 10 a.m. & 6 p.m. 

@ MCPL Wausau

Dungeons & Dragons  
* One-Shots

 Teens   Registration  Teens with 
D&D experience are invited to 
join us for games every other 
month throughout the school 
year! Register: 715-261-7200

Thu., 10/19, 5:30–7:45 p.m. 
@ MCPL Wausau

Trick or Triumph  
Escape Room

 All-Ages   Registration  Will you 
be tricked or will you triumph 
in our spooky escape rooms? 

Register: 715-687-4420
10/20–10/23 @ MCPL Stratford

Fraud Watch
 Adults  Join us for a presentation by 

the AARP on warning signs of fraud 
and how to avoid getting ripped off.

Tue., 10/24, 10 a.m. @ MCPL Spencer

Fizzy Art
 Children  You may know that mixing 
baking soda and vinegar can create 

a bubbly mixture similar to an 
overflowing volcano, but did you 

know you can also make art with it?
Tue., 10/24, 3:30 p.m. 

@ MCPL Mosinee

DIY Wine Cork Pumpkins
 All-Ages   Registration  Learn how 
to create a unique fall-themed 
craft! Register: 715-446-3537

Wed., 10/25, 3 p.m. @ MCPL Hatley

Mario Party 
Scavenger Hunt & Crafts

 Children   Drop-in  Stop by any time 
for a Mario-themed scavenger 

hunt and craft project!
10/25–10/28 @ MCPL Wausau

Mario Party 
“The Super Mario 

Bros. Movie”
 Children  Join us for a free screening of 

the new Mario movie! (2023 | PG)
Wed., 10/25, 10 a.m. & 1 p.m. 

@ MCPL Wausau
Fri., 10/27, 10 a.m. @ MCPL Wausau

Mario Party 
LEGO Building

 Children   Drop-in  Stop by any time for 
a Mario-themed LEGO challenge!

Thu., 10/26, 1:30–4 p.m. 
@ MCPL Wausau

Fri., 10/27, 1:30–4 p.m. 
@ MCPL Wausau

Books on the Bus
 Children  We’re taking our stories 
on the road! Join us for a special 
story time on a Wausau city bus 

as we travel around town!
Thu., 10/26, 9:30 a.m. & 10 a.m. 
& 10:30 a.m. @ MCPL Wausau

Anime Afternoon
 Teens  Teens are invited to a screening 

of two different anime series: “Boku no 
Hero Academia” and “Flying Witch.”

Thu., 10/26, 1–3:30 p.m. 
@ MCPL Wausau

Treasure in the Attic 
Breakout Box Adventure

 Children   Registration  A mysterious 
locked box found in the attic. Can 
you solve the mystery ... all in 45 

minutes? Register: 715-359-6208 
Thu., 10/26, 12–6 p.m. 
@ MCPL Rothschild

“Coco” & Day of the 
Dead Celebration

 Children   Registration  Kids and 
their families are invited to learn 
more about the Day of the Dead 

holiday and watch the movie 
“Coco.” Register: 715-261-1244

Sat., 10/28, 2–4:30 p.m. 
@ MCPL Wausau

Book Clubs
 Adults    Discuss these books with your friends and neighbors! New members are 

always welcome. Future book clubs are listed online at www.mcpl.us/bookclubs.

“Project Hail 
Mary” Andy Weir

Mon., 9/11, 5:45 p.m. 
@ MCPL Marathon City

“Maid” Stephanie Land
Tue., 9/12, 12 p.m. @ MCPL Edgar

“Verity” Colleen Hoover
Tue., 9/12, 1 p.m. @ MCPL Hatley

“The Midnight 
Library” Matt Haig

Tue., 9/12, 2 p.m. @ MCPL Athens

“Firefly Lane” 
Kristin Hannah

Mon., 9/18, 2 p.m. @ MCPL Mosinee

“Honey Bus” Meredith May
Mon., 9/18, 5:45 p.m. @ MCPL Spencer

“Take My Hand” 
Dolen Perkins-Valdez

Wed., 9/20, 1 p.m. @ MCPL Stratford

“Zahrah the Windseeker” 
Nnedi Okorafor

Sat., 9/23, 10:30 a.m. @ MCPL Wausau

“The School for Good 
Mothers” Jessamine Chan

Wed., 9/27, 11 a.m. @ MCPL Rothschild

“Mexican Gothic” 
Silvia Moreno-Garcia

Mon., 10/9, 5:45 p.m. 
@ MCPL Marathon City

“Practical Magic” 
Alice Hoffman

Tue., 10/10, 12 p.m. @ MCPL Edgar

“Leaving Time”  
Jodi Picoult

Tue., 10/10, 1 p.m. @ MCPL Hatley

“The Paris Apartment” 
Lucy Foley

Tue., 10/10, 2 p.m. @ MCPL Athens

“Once There Were Wolves” 
Charlotte McConaghy

Mon., 10/16, 2 p.m. @ MCPL Mosinee

“One True Loves” 
Taylor Jenkins Reid

Mon., 10/16, 5:45 p.m. @ MCPL Spencer

“Marmee”  
Sarah Miller

Wed., 10/18, 1 p.m. @ MCPL Stratford

“The Christie Affair”
Wed., 10/25, 11 a.m. @ MCPL Rothschild

November–December Book Club Preview
(More book clubs may be planned soon.)

“The Last Thing He 
Told Me” Laura Dave

Mon., 11/13, 2 p.m. @ MCPL Mosinee

“There, There” 
Tommy Orange

Mon., 11/13, 5:45 p.m. 
@ MCPL Marathon City

“All Creatures Great & 
Small” James Herriot

Tue., 11/14, 12 p.m. @ MCPL Edgar

“One Plus One”  
Jojo Moyes

Tue., 11/14, 1 p.m. @ MCPL Hatley

“Tuck Everlasting” 
Natalie Babbitt

Tue., 11/14/23, 2–3 p.m. @ MCPL Athens

“Lessons in Chemistry” 
Bonnie Garmus

Wed., 11/15, 11 a.m. @ MCPL Rothschild

“Tailspin”  
John Armbruster

Wed., 11/15, 1 p.m. @ MCPL Stratford

“Firekeeper’s Daughter” 
Angeline Boulley

Mon., 11/20, 5:45 p.m. @ MCPL Spencer

* More events are scheduled in this series. This newsletter only includes events September–October. For details, visit www.mcpl.us/events.


